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The Phala Phala scandal is 
one of the most politically 
significant controversies in 
modern South African pol-
itics, shaping public percep-
tion of President Cyril Rama-
phosa and testing the strength 
of the country’s democratic 
institutions. At its core, the 
issue revolves around a 2020 
burglary at Ramaphosa’s 
Phala Phala game farm in 
Limpopo, where a large sum 
of foreign currency was alleg-
edly stolen. What initially ap-
peared to be a straightforward 
criminal case soon evolved 
into a national debate about 
transparency, accountability, 
and the boundaries between 
private business interests and 
public office. 
 
 
1. Burglary Sparks National 
Controversy 
 
The entire scandal began 
with a burglary at Ramapho-
sa’s Phala Phala game farm 
in 2020. What was initially 
reported as a criminal theft 
quickly escalated into a 
national controversy once 
the scale of the cash allegedly 
stored on the property be-
came public. 
 
2. Foreign Cash Storage 
Questions 
 
One of the earliest concerns 
involved why large amounts 
of foreign currency were kept 
on a private farm. Critics 
argued that such handling of 
cash raised questions about 
financial transparency, regu-
latory compliance, and proper 
reporting procedures under 
South African law. 
 
3. Buffalo Sale Explains Ori-
gin 
 
Ramaphosa maintained that 
the money originated from 
a legitimate buffalo sale to 

Week Of High Political Drama As Phala Phala 
Scandal Engulfs President Ramaphosa

South Africa Assesses The Long 
Term Damage That Scandal 
Poses To The Body Politic

a foreign buyer. While this 
explanation was supported 
by some documentation and 
statements, critics continued 
to question whether all finan-
cial processes were properly 
recorded and declared. 
 
4. Conflicting Money Value 
Claims 
 
Disputes over the amount of 
money stolen intensified the 
controversy. Estimates ranged 

from hundreds of thousands 
of dollars to several million, 
with opposing accounts 
fueling suspicion and making 
it difficult for the public to 
determine the true scale of 
the incident. 
 
5. Allegations of Cover Up 
Conduct 
 
Former intelligence offi-
cial Arthur Fraser accused 
Ramaphosa of attempting 

to conceal the theft. These 
allegations included claims 
that suspects were tracked 
and detained privately, raising 
concerns about possible mis-
use of security resources. 
 
6. Parliamentary Impeach-
ment Debate Begins 
 
The matter escalated into 
Parliament, where opposition 
parties pushed for impeach-
ment proceedings. The debate 

centered on whether Rama-
phosa may have violated 
the Constitution, even if no 
criminal charges had been 
formally filed against him. 
 
7. Political Majority Blocks 
Inquiry 
 
In 2022, the ruling African 
National Congress used its 
parliamentary majority to 
block a full impeachment 
inquiry. This decision sparked 
accusations of political shield-
ing and deepened divisions 
between ruling and opposi-
tion parties. 
 
8. Ethics Versus Criminal 
Liability Debate 
 
A major issue throughout the 
scandal has been the distinc-
tion between legal guilt and 
ethical responsibility. Even 
without criminal charges, 
critics argue that the handling 
of the situation raises serious 
questions about presidential 
conduct and transparency. 
 
9. Constitutional Court Re-
vives Case 
 
In 2026, the Constitutional 
Court ruled that Parliament 
had not properly handled the 
impeachment process. This 
ruling reopened the possibil-
ity of further investigation, 
reigniting political tension 
and public debate about ac-
countability mechanisms. 
 
10. Long Term Political Dam-
age Persists 
 
Regardless of legal outcomes, 
the Phala Phala scandal has 
left lasting political conse-
quences. It has affected public 
trust in leadership, influenced 
internal party dynamics, and 
become a defining issue in 
discussions about governance 
and reform in South Africa. 
 
Stay Connected On The DSE 
News Network
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Ten Reasons Why Zimbabwe Is 
Returning 67 Farms To White 

Farmers After Mugabe-Era Seizures

DSE News Network 
 
This week the Sunday Ex-
press is taking a deep dive 
into the ten things that you 
missed - with regards to the 
news that  Zimbabwe’s farm 
return decision is a signal of 
a major economic shift in the 
country’s agricultural policy, 
and why 67 farms specifically 
were chosen for return 
 
The 67 farms were previ-
ously seized during the land 
reform programme under 
former President Robert 
Mugabe . This batch of farms 
is understood to be owned 
by nationals from Denmark, 
Switzerland, Germany and 
the Netherlands - and the 
farms were protected under 
Bilateral Investment Promo-
tion and Protection Agree-
ments (BIPPAs) - but yet were 
taken during the fast-track 
land reform programme that 
began in 2000. The move has 
attracted global attention 
because it touches the heart of 
Zimbabwe’s economic master 
plan, relations with Western 
lenders, property rights, and 
the country’s long-running 
debt problems. 
 
1 International Debt Relief 
Pressure 
 
The biggest reason behind the 
decision is Zimbabwe’s push 
to secure international debt 
relief. Global lenders in-
cluding the World Bank and 
African Development Bank 
have consistently argued that 
unresolved land disputes 
remain a major obstacle to 
financial re-engagement.  
Zimbabwe owes more than 
US$13 billion to international 
creditors. By returning pro-
tected farms, the government 
hopes to demonstrate respect 
for international agreements 
and improve its credibility 
with lenders and investors. 
 
2 Bilateral Investment 
Agreements Enforcement 
 
The 67 farms fall under inter-
national investment treaties 
signed between Zimbabwe 
and European countries. 
Those agreements guaranteed 
protection against expro-
priation without compensa-
tion. Ignoring those treaties 

damaged Zimbabwe’s inter-
national legal standing for 
years. Returning the farms is 
designed to show that Zimba-
bwe is now willing to honour 
binding international com-
mitments. 
 
3 Foreign Investor Confi-
dence Restoration 
 
Zimbabwe’s leadership 
understands that investor 
confidence collapsed after the 
seizure of more than 4,000 
white-owned commercial 
farms beginning in 2000. 
Many foreign investors feared 
their assets could be taken 
without protection. Returning 
some farms sends a symbolic 
message that the government 
wants to rebuild trust with 
international business and 
financial markets. 
 
4 Agricultural Production 
Recovery Goals 
 
Before land reform, Zimba-
bwe was regarded as one of 
Africa’s strongest agricultural 
economies, exporting tobac-
co, maize and horticultural 
products across the world. 
Supporters of the latest move 
argue that restoring some 

large-scale commercial farm-
ing operations could help re-
vive productivity, exports and 
food security. Some returned 
farms are expected to resume 
high-value export farming 
operations. 
 
5 Diplomatic Relations Im-
provement Efforts 
 
Zimbabwe has spent years 
attempting to repair strained 
relations with European 
countries and Western gov-
ernments. The farm return 
decision is likely aimed at 
improving diplomatic engage-
ment with countries whose 
citizens lost properties during 
the Mugabe era. The issue 
remained a major source of 
tension in Zimbabwe’s foreign 
relations for over two dec-
ades. 
 
6 Compensation Costs Be-
coming Unsustainable 
 
The government previously 
committed itself to compen-
sating former white commer-
cial farmers for improvements 
made on seized land. Howev-
er, compensation obligations 
have become financially over-
whelming. Returning some 

farms may reduce costly legal 
disputes and future compen-
sation liabilities while cre-
ating negotiated settlements 
with affected owners. 
 
7 Political Transition Image 
Management 
 
President Emmerson Mnan-
gagwa has repeatedly pre-
sented his administration as 
different from the Mugabe 
era, particularly on economic 
management and internation-
al engagement. The return of 
the farms helps reinforce the 
image of a government pursu-
ing pragmatism rather than 
ideological confrontation.  
 
8 Food Security Crisis Con-
cerns 
 
Zimbabwe continues to face 
recurring food insecuri-
ty linked to droughts, low 
agricultural productivity and 
climate shocks. Some poli-
cymakers believe restoring 
experienced commercial 
farmers could strengthen ag-
ricultural output, improve ir-
rigation systems and stabilise 
food supply chains. Critics, 
however, argue that broader 
structural reforms are still 

needed beyond isolated farm 
returns. 
 
9 International Arbitration 
Cases Fear 
 
Several former farm owners 
pursued international arbitra-
tion and legal claims against 
Zimbabwe in foreign courts. 
The government risks further 
legal penalties, asset seizures 
abroad and reputational dam-
age if such disputes continue 
unresolved. Returning farms 
may help avoid escalating 
legal confrontations with 
international claimants. 
 
10 Economic Isolation End-
ing Strategy 
 
Zimbabwe’s economy has 
struggled with sanctions, 
capital shortages, currency 
instability and weak foreign 
investment for more than 
two decades. Analysts view 
the farm return policy as part 
of a broader strategy to end 
international isolation and 
reintegrate Zimbabwe into 
global financial systems.  
 
The decision could also trig-
ger disputes involving current 
occupants who settled on 
some of the properties after 
the land reform programme. 
Managing those competing 
claims peacefully will become 
one of the government’s big-
gest challenges. 
 
Why Global Media Is Watch-
ing 
 
The story is making inter-
national headlines because 
Zimbabwe’s land reform pro-
gramme became one of the 
most controversial redistribu-
tions of land in post-colonial 
Africa. Critics blamed the 
seizures for destroying com-
mercial agriculture, causing 
capital flight and accelerating 
economic collapse, while sup-
porters viewed the reforms 
as correcting colonial land 
imbalances. 
 
The return of even a small 
number of farms therefore 
represents more than a prop-
erty issue. It signals a possible 
turning point in Zimbabwe’s 
relationship with global 
finance, international law and 
economic
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Tapfuma Machakaire 
 
“Hello, the man from Robert 
Mugabe.” That was Ted Turn-
er’s greeting as he welcomed 
me into his boardroom for 
lunch in October 1990, along-
side eight other journalists 
from around the world. Two 
of us were from Africa. 

The other was Solly Phetoe 
from Bop-TV of Bophuthat-
swana, a homeland under 
Apartheid South Africa. 
The others were Ralitsa 
Vesselinova Vassileva from 
Bulgarian TV, Shobi Pereira 
Torgersen from NRK Norway, 
Lin Chung Bee and Adeline 
Tan from SBC Singapore, 
Iñaki Bizkarra from Euskal 
Telebista (Basque TV), Yan 
Radzeitch from TSS Soviet 
Union, and Enrique Mrak 
from Monte Carlo TV Uru-
guay.

Affectionately known as “Un-
cle Ted” at CNN, he shared 
his vision with us — the 
vision that led him to create 
the International Profession-
al Program. The program 
brought journalists from 
around the world together to 
work at CNN, drawn from 
regular contributors to CNN 
World Report. 

At the time, I was the ZBC 
Midlands Correspondent. 
When my late boss, Anani 
Maruta, told me about the 
opportunity to contribute 
stories to CNN World Report, 
I adjusted my pieces to give 
them an international angle 
in hopes they’d make it on the 
special program. 

Being based far from head-
quarters, I never expected 
to be selected for the CNN 
attachment. 
According to Uncle Ted, 
World Report was designed 
to improve the flow of inter-
national information in all 
directions. When he launched 
CNN in 1980, the first 24hour 
TV news channel he had no 
intention of broadcasting 
beyond the U.S. 

That changed after a 1982 trip 
to Cuba. “We had a film crew 
in Cuba and one of them told 

Tribute To Ted Turner: 
A Giant Of World News  

Broadcasting

me that he had been informed  
that President Castro wanted 
to meet me,” Ted recalled. 

“I went, despite all the prej-
udices and preconceived no-
tions most people in the capi-
talist world had about Cuba. I 
thought I was entering enemy 
territory. ”But when I got 
there, I realized Fidel Castro 
was watching CNN. 

He had a satellite dish and 
said it was important to know 

what was happening in the 
world. I was there for a week 
and thought: if our greatest 
enemy isn’t an enemy, then 
who is? ”Turner had shared 
this same vision earlier, on 
May 6, 1989, in his address to 
the CNN World Report Con-
tributors Conference titled 
“Let’s Call It One World. 

We’ve got to Think Interna-
tionally. Everybody Loves 
Their World.” After meeting 
Castro, he decided to visit 

Moscow and build relation-
ships that could become 
bridges between the U.S. and 
the Soviet Union. 

That led to his 1990 visit with 
then-fiancée Jane Fonda to 
meet Soviet leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev at the Kremlin.
ZBC signed on to the CNN 
World Report deal after an 
earlier visit by Prime Minister 
Robert Mugabe, who had also 
met Uncle Ted. 

My time at CNN transformed 
my journalism career. More 
than anything, it gave me 
exposure I would never have 
had otherwise — including 
a tour of the U.S. Space & 
Rocket Center in Huntsville, 
Alabama. There, I stepped 
into the Space Dome Theat-
er, a 3D theater where we 
watched footage of real Mars 
missions.

I also sat in on CNN Inter-
national’s morning editorial 
meetings, where bureaus 
pitched story ideas during 
the buildup to the Gulf War 
— Operation Desert Storm 
— dubbed “The Mother of All 

Battles.

”For the duration of the 
program, the nine of us lived 
in one house, sharing meals 
and stories every day. It was a 
remarkable cultural exchange. 
I even learned to use chop-
sticks, thanks to our Chinese 
colleagues. I will forever be 
grateful to Uncle Ted. If we 
had more people like him, the 
world would be a safer and 
better place. Rest in peace, 
Uncle Ted.

Ted Turner the founder of the 
first 24hour TV news chan-
nel CNN which he launched 
on June 1, 1980 in Atlanta 
Georgia died this week at his 
Avalon Plantation in Florida  
USA.
Today there are hundreds of 
24 hour news channels across 
the globe.
 
 
Tapfuma Machakaire is a 
former reporter with the Zim-
babwe Broadcasting Corpo-
ration (ZBC). Contacts +263 
0712213371 +263 0774776437 
email tapfuma.chihwa@
gmail.com 

Ted Turner meets 
the writer for lunch 
in October 1990, 
alongside  other 
journalists from 
around the world. 
During the trip 
“Uncle Ted” as he 
was affectionately 
known at CNN, 
shared his vision 
with — the vision 
that led him to 
create the Interna-
tional Professional 
Programme.
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The Resurrection Machine: Part 1: How Alphabet’s 
Q1 2026 Numbers Reveal the Full Stack Empire

Jabulani Simplisio Chibaya, 
MBA 
 
There is a particular kind of 
silence that falls over a room 
when someone walks back in 
after everyone assumed they 
were finished. That was the 
tech industry in late 2022, 
early 2023, the silence was 
Alphabet’s.  
 
ChatGPT had detonated, 
Microsoft was riding co-pilot 
euphoria, and the narrative 
machine had already written 
Google’s eulogy.  
 
The search giant, disrupted. 
The innovator, outpaced. The 
empire, crumbling. 
 
Then came the numbers 
 
On April 29, 2026, Alphabet 
announced its first quarter 
results for 2026. The compa-
ny posted $109.9 billion in 
revenue — a 22% year-over-
year increase, its 11th consec-
utive quarter of double-digit 
growth. Operating income 
climbed 30% to $39.7 billion.  
 
Net income surged 81% to 
$62.6 billion. Diluted EPS hit 
$5.11, up 82% from a year 
ago. The market cap? $4.66 
trillion. 
This is not a comeback story. 
It never was. This is the story 
of a company that was always 
ahead of time, and the world 
simply caught up. 
 
The Search Engine That 
Wouldn’t Die — It Acceler-
ated 
 

The conventional wisdom of 
2023 was that conversational 
AI would hollow out Google 
Search the way streaming 
hollowed out Blockbuster. It 
was a compelling narrative. It 
was also wrong. 
Google Search and other 
revenues in Q1 2026: $60.4 
billion. That is a 19% year-
over-year increase. Not sur-
vival. Growth. 
 
The reason is both obvious 
and instructive once you look 
carefully. Search was never 
just a ten-blue-links directory. 
It was always an intent engine 
— and generative AI does not 
diminish intent, it amplifies it.  
 
When AI Overviews surface 
directly within Search results, 
queries do not disappear; they 
multiply. 
As Sundar Pichai noted, 
search queries are at an all-
time high. The integration of 
AI experiences into Search 
has driven usage upward, not 
cannibalised it.  
 
Google discovered, faster 
than its critics could admit, 
that AI is a feature of Search 
— not its replacement. 
 
This is the first masterclass 
lesson from Alphabet’s num-
bers: distribution is destiny. 
Google arrives pre-installed 
on over three billion An-
droid devices. It is the default 
gateway to the internet for 
the overwhelming majority of 

humanity. 
 
No AI startup, regardless of 
how elegant its model or how 
loyal its developer base, can 
replicate that. You cannot dis-
rupt a product that is woven 
into the fabric of daily life. 
You can only make it better 
— and that is precisely what 
Alphabet did. 
 
The Cloud Awakening: $20 
Billion and a $460 Billion 
Backlog 
 
If Search is Alphabet’s heart-
beat, Google Cloud is now 
its adrenaline. Google Cloud 
revenues reached $20.03 
billion in Q1 2026 — a 63% 
year-over-year increase, ac-
celerating sharply from 28% 
growth in the same quarter a 
year prior.  
 
The operating margin ex-
panded from 17.8% to 32.9% 
in twelve months. Operating 
income tripled from $2.2 
billion to $6.6 billion. 
 
But the number that stops the 
room is not the quarterly rev-
enue. It is the backlog: over 
$460 billion, nearly doubling 
quarter on quarter. 

A backlog of that magnitude 
is not a pipeline — it is a 
runway. It tells you that en-
terprises are not dipping toes; 
they are committing, at scale, 
to Google Cloud as their AI 
infrastructure of choice. 

 
Every model trained on a 
TPU, every enterprise AI 
solution deployed on GCP, 
every Workspace seat acti-
vated adds to a flywheel that 
is now spinning at a velocity 
that Amazon and Microsoft 
are watching very carefully. 
 
Gemini Enterprise paid 
monthly active users grew 
40% quarter on quarter. That 
is enterprise momentum, not 
consumer hype. These are 
CIOs and CTOs signing pur-
chase orders, not developers 
experimenting on free tiers. 
 
And the first-party Gemini 
models are now processing 
more than 16 billion tokens 
per minute via direct API us-
age — up 60% from the prior 
quarter. Sixteen billion tokens 
per minute. The infrastruc-
ture needed to sustain that 
number is, itself, a moat. 
 
This brings us to the capital 
expenditure story, which 
deserves full attention: Al-
phabet spent $35.7 billion on 
capex in Q1 2026 alone, up 
107% from the same period 
last year. 
On its own, that number 
looks alarming. In context, it 
is a declaration of intent. 
 
This is the infrastructure 
war — data centers, custom 
silicon, network fabric — and 
Alphabet is not conserving 
ammunition. The company 

that invented the modern 
data center, that gave the 
world the Transformer paper, 
that runs its own chip design 
program through TPUs, is 
spending like it intends to 
own the physical substrate of 
the AI economy for the next 
decade. 
 
Free cash flow dropped 47% 
year-over-year to $10.1 billion 
precisely because of this capex 
surge. But the trailing twelve-
month free cash flow of $64.4 
billion reminds you that this 
is a company investing from 
a position of extraordinary 
strength, not desperation. 
 
When a company generates 
$174 billion in operating 
cash flow over a trailing year 
and chooses to reinvest $110 
billion of it in property and 
equipment, that is not waste 
— that is compound interest 
on the future. 
 
The Subscription Empire 
Nobody Noticed Building 
 
One of the quietest, most 
consequential shifts in Al-
phabet’s business model has 
been its transformation into 
a subscription company of 
global scale. 
 
Total paid subscriptions 
across Google One, YouTube, 
and other products have now 
reached approximately 350 
million. Google subscrip-
tions, platforms, and devices 
revenue grew 19% year-over-
year to $12.4 billion.  
 
This Is Part One Of: The 
Resurrection Machine: How 
Alphabet’s Q1 2026 Numbers 
Reveal the Full Stack Empire. 
Catch Part Two next week: 
 
Jabulani Simplisio Chibaya: 
MBA I GRC | FinTech | Data 
Governance | Open Source 
Software| TMT | Business 
Intelligence | Analytics, Data-
Ops, PropTech | Distributed 
Sys| Blockchain I AWS I AI/
ML I AML/CFT 
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Rise Of Mukando: How Cross-Border Traders And 
Mobile Money Are Rewriting Our Social Contract 

Paison Tazvy and  
Irene Bumi 
 
At 4 a.m. on a Thursday in 
Beitbridge, Mbuya Chiedza, 
62, balances a 20 kg sack of 
rice as she joins the queue at 
Zimbabwe’s busiest border 
post. She is not merely a 
statistic in the informal 
sector. She is, in many ways, 
its central banker. 
 
While technocrats in the 
capital debate the finer points 
of monetary policy and the 
ZiG’s elasticity, the real 
economy has already moved 
on. 
 
Today, we argue that Zimba-
bwe’s most resilient economic 
institutions are no longer 
found in the boardrooms of 
Harare but in the mukando 
savings circles of Mbare and 
the mobile money wallets of 
cross-border traders. 
 
A single article cannot cap-
ture all the diverse informal 
sector players. We have 
chosen Mbuya Chiedza as a 
lens because cross-border 
trade sits at the intersection of 
currency policy, mobile 
money, gender, and regional 
commerce – themes central 
to Zimbabwe’s current eco-
nomic debate. 
 
However, no single story 
represents the whole. 
 
Part I: The Numbers We 

Cannot Ignore 
 
Let us begin with the facts, 
not the feelings. The informal 
sector in Zimbabwe now 
accounts for a staggering 
76.1% of all economic activi-
ty. According to the World 
Bank, out of 204,798 opera-
tional establishments in the 
country, the vast majority 
operate outside formal regu-
latory frameworks. 
 
The total value of this shadow 
economy is estimated at 
US$39.8 billion relative to 
GDP.  
For the average citizen, this is 
not a statistic. It is a survival 
strategy. The Zimbabwe 
Revenue Authority (ZIMRA) 
confirms that the informal 
economy generates approxi-
mately US$14.2 billion 
annually, with an estimated 
US$2.5 billion in cash circu-
lating at any given time. 
 
Yet, here is the uncomfortable 
truth for policymakers: only 
6% of informal players pay 
taxes. As World Bank consult-
ant economist Abel Gwainde-
pi noted recently, taxes are 
paid by a few - mostly in the 
goods sector - while service 
providers remain harder to 

monitor.  
This is not necessarily because 
people are unwilling to 
contribute. It is because the 
formal system has, for dec-
ades, failed to meet them 
where they stand. 
 
Part II: The Currency Para-
dox (ZiG Stability vs. Reali-
ty) 
 
There is good news on the 
monetary front, and we 
should acknowledge it. Since 
the introduction of the 
Zimbabwe Gold (ZiG) cur-
rency in April 2024, the 
country has experienced a 
degree of exchange rate 
stability rarely seen in recent 
history. 
 
Throughout 2025, the inter-
bank rate averaged around 
ZiG 26 to the US dollar, with 
annual ZiG inflation falling to 
15% by the end of 2025, and 
further down to 4.1% in 
January 2026. 
 
The parallel market premium 
- that gap between official and 
street rates - has narrowed 
significantly, from over 140% 
in the pre-ZiG era to roughly 
20% today. The multicurrency 
regime has been extended to 

2030, and the Reserve Bank 
has maintained discipline by 
refusing to lend to the gov-
ernment.  
This is progress. But here is 
the social science reality 
check: a 20% premium still 
means that for every US 
dollar earned, a cross-border 
trader like Mbuya Chiedza 
loses 20% of her value 
if she converts at the official 
rate. Consequently, the 
parallel market - facilitated by 
WhatsApp groups and mobile 
money - remains the pre-
ferred price discovery mecha-
nism. Until that premium is 
zero, we will not see mass 
voluntary formalisation. 
 
Part III: The Mukando 
Revolution – Formalisation 
from the Ground Up 
 
This brings us to the most 
hopeful development of the 
last several months, one that 
bridges the gap between 
economic theory and social 
practice. 
 
In February 2026, the People’s 
Own Savings Bank (POSB) 
launched Huruyadzo/Inkun-
zi, a mobile-based group 
savings platform that formal-
ises the traditional mukando 

(rotating savings club) sys-
tem. This is not a Western 
import. It is a digital wrapper 
for a practice that has sus-
tained Zimbabwean families 
for generations. 
 
Why is this award-worthy? 
Because it solves the trust 
deficit. For years, mukando 
groups have lost money to 
theft and dishonesty - treasur-
ers disappearing with the 
pool. The Huruyadzo plat-
form, accessible by dialling 
*223# on any mobile phone 
(no smartphone or internet 
required), ensures that no 
single individual can access 
group funds without the 
knowledge and approval of 
other members. 
 
POSB CEO Garainashe 
Changunda put it succinctly: 
“We are formalising Mukan-
do in a secure and transpar-
ent manner so that no indi-
vidual can spend or put the 
group’s hard-earned savings 
at risk without the knowledge 
and approval of other mem-
bers”. This platform now 
serves informal traders, civil 
servants, churches, burial 
societies, and farmers. 
 
Savings earn interest. There 
are no monthly fees. It is, in 
essence, a bridge between the 
informal reality and the 
formal financial system - a 
bridge built on existing social 
structures rather than im-
ported blueprints. 
 
This is part one of a two part 
series on: The Informal 
Anchors: How Cross-Border 
Traders and Mobile Money 
are Rewriting Zimbabwe’s 
Social Contract. Paison Tazvy 
is an economist, and Irene 
Bumi is a social scientist. They 
can be contacted at ptazvy@
gmail.com. This article draws 
on data from the World Bank 
(2025), National Statistics 
Agency, Reserve Bank, POSB, 
ZIMRA, and field research 
conducted along the Hara-
re-Beitbridge-Johannesburg 
corridor. 
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South Africa Zimbabwe 
Business Expo: 

Two Weeks To Go

DSE News Network 

 
The countdown is ON… just 
2 weeks to go - on a journey 
of discovering opportunities. 
 
Businessman and Zim Expo 
founder and CEO Blessed 
Kapesa told the DSE News 
Network last night that the 
South Africa Zimbabwe 
Business Expo and Property 
Show: themed Unlocking 
Trade & Investment Oppor-
tunities in Zimbabwe - is 
all set and ready - to go - in 
Kempton Park.

“As the Zimbabweans in Di-
aspora Organisation (ZIDO) 
we are proud  to present 
the South Africa Zimbabwe 
Business Expo 2026 Series  & 
Zimbabwe Property Show. 

“We are building on the 
success of last year’s edition, 
these flagship events have 
become the premier interna-
tional platform connecting 
the South African and Zim-
babwean diaspora, global 
investors, government stake-
holders, and the private sector 
with investment-ready oppor-
tunities in Zimbabwe. 
 
“Whether you are looking to 
exhibit, attend as a delegate, 
build strategic partnerships, 
or discover new markets, this 
is the place to be,” said Kape-
sa, adding that it is now a four 
week count-down to the two-
day event.
 

The 2026 Expo Series / Prop-
erty Show is designed to:

Strengthen ties by recon-
necting Zimbabweans in 
the diaspora with economic 
development initiatives back 
home.

Promote key sectors by show-
casing investment opportu-
nities in mining, agriculture, 
manufacturing, tourism, 
energy, real estate, and infra-
structure.

Facilitate trade by creating 
pathways for Zimbabwean 
products and services to enter 
South African, UK, European, 

US, and Australian markets.
Encourage partnerships by 
bringing together government 
leaders and private sector 
players to drive sustainable 
economic growth.

Kapesa said that the value 

proposition is that diaspora 
professionals, investors, gov-
ernment officials, and busi-
ness leaders will have access 
to real estate developments, 
land opportunities, housing 
projects, and property invest-
ment opportunities. 

This includes gaining direct 
access to verified investment 
opportunities and sector 
insights, and learning about 
government policies, incen-
tives, and investment frame-
works

n Date: 22–23 May 2026 

n Venue: Radisson Hotel, OR 
Tambo Airport, South Africa 
n Secure your ticket: 
https://www.tickettailor.com/
events/zido/2042804 
 
Don’t miss this opportunity to 
network, grow, and turn ideas 
into impact
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“A home without a title deed is like a tree without roots — it may stand today, but 
tomorrow the storm can claim it.” — African-inspired proverb: DSE Quotes Series TheSundayExpress

By Wellington Muzengeza 
 
We inhabit cities that are not 
yet cities, settlements that 
masquerade as communities, 
homes that exist without 
recognition. Hopley, Eastview, 
Solomia, Gimboki, Mufakose 
and many more and these are 
not simply coordinates on a 
map, but they are theatres of 
insecurity and laboratories of 
exclusion, places where 
millions of urban Africans 
live suspended between 
belonging and banishment.  
 
They are the untitled city: a 
geography of precarity where 
the most basic instrument of 
dignity, the title deed, is 
withheld, rationed and politi‑
cised even. 
 
The absence of title is not a 
technicality; it is a condition 
of civic invisibility. Without 
deeds, residents remain 
unsafe and unwealthy. Unsafe, 
because tenure is perpetually 
precarious, vulnerable to 
eviction, demolition, or politi‑
cal whim.  
 
Unwealthy, because shelter 
without recognition cannot be 
leveraged into collateral, 
cannot be converted into 
confidence, cannot be trans‑
formed into generational 
security. Poverty here is not 
merely about income; it is also 
about the denial of recogni‑
tion, the foreclosure of own‑
ership and the refusal of the 
right to belong. 
 
This is the paradox of African 
urbanisation: our skylines 
rise, our populations swell, 
our informal settlements 
proliferate, yet millions 
remain untitled, trapped in 

what scholars call “lock‑in 
effects” of informality.  
 
These effects perpetuate 
exclusion, deepen vulnerabili‑
ty to climate hazards, and 
reproduce cycles of insecurity. 
Residents may feel a fragile 
sense of tenure through social 
bonds, as Jean‑Louis Van 
Gelder observed, but such 
“felt security” collapses under 
the weight of eviction threats 
or political manipulation. 
 
The untitled city is not simply 
a humanitarian crisis; it is a 
democratic crisis. It is the 
unfinished business of inde‑
pendence, the silent betrayal 
of urban modernity. To speak 
of poverty without speaking 
of title is to miss the essence 
of urban insecurity.  
 
To speak of development 
without deeds is to celebrate 
growth without grounding, 
and to speak of democracy 
without ownership is to 
mistake procedure for sub‑
stance. 
 
The Politics of Precariousness 
 
Urban poverty in Africa is too 
often narrated in narrow 
economic terms, wages, 
unemployment, or the infor‑
mal hustle, yet the deeper 
wound is statelessness within 

the state. A family in Hopley 
may build a house, raise 
children, and contribute to 
the city’s economy, yet remain 
invisible in law.  
 
Their sweat produces shelter, 
but without recognition, it 
produces no wealth. Their 
labour builds community, but 
without title, it builds no 
legacy.  
This invisibility is not inci‑
dental; it is deliberate. It is 
political risk engineered into 
urban governance. Title deeds 
are withheld not because the 
bureaucracy is slow, but 
because power is strategic.  
 
They are rationed as instru‑
ments of control, distributed 
selectively to reward loyalty 
or punish dissent. In this 
calculus, insecurity is not a 
failure of administration; it is 
the very architecture of 
authority.  
 
The untitled city is therefore 
not simply a symptom of 
poverty; it is a strategy of 
power, a system designed to 
keep citizens perpetually 
precarious, perpetually 
dependent, perpetually 
denied the dignity of owner‑
ship. 
 
Comparative Lessons 
 

Research across the Global 
South reveals the paradoxes 
of informality with striking 
clarity. Payne, Durand‑Las‑
serve, and Rakodi (2009) 
cautioned against the “limits 
of land titling,” reminding us 
that deeds alone cannot 
guarantee security when insti‑
tutions are corrupt, slow, or 
captured.  
More recent reviews, such as 
ScienceDirect’s 2026 study of 
informal settlement “lock‑in” 
effects, show how the absence 
of tenure perpetuates exclu‑
sion, deepens vulnerability to 
climate hazards, and traps 
households in cycles of 
marginality.  
 
In Ethiopia, settlers often 
resort to “bogus contracts”, 
fragile documents that mimic 
legality but collapse under 
scrutiny, exposing the precar‑
ious improvisations through 
which the poor attempt to 
claim space in the city. 
 
Latin America offers further 
lessons. Studies from Mexico 
City and Guadalajara demon‑
strate that titling can improve 
recognition, but does not 
automatically prevent dis‑
placement; location, political 
will, and institutional integri‑
ty matter.  
 
The Lincoln Institute’s work 

on regularisation underscores 
that deeds must be paired 
with service provision and 
planning. At the same time, 
Rwanda’s community‑driven 
upgrading illustrates how 
recognition, embedded in 
participatory frameworks, 
can transform informal land 
into civic agency. 
 
Even amid these complexi‑
ties, the evidence converges 
on one truth: land without 
title is dead capital. Hernando 
de Soto’s thesis remains 
relevant; assets without rights 
cannot be banked, leveraged, 
or transformed into wealth.  
 
Zimbabwe’s rural poor sit on 
land they cannot use; its 
urban poor live in houses 
they cannot own. Both are 
trapped in cycles of invisibili‑
ty, denied the instruments of 
dignity and the pathways to 
generational security. 
 
Sociocultural Paradoxes 
 
Jean‑Louis Van Gelder (2013) 
reminds us of a paradox at 
the heart of informality: 
residents of untitled settle‑
ments often feel secure 
despite lacking legal docu‑
mentation.  
 
In places like Mufakose or 
Solomia, this paradox is 
visible in the resilience of 
communities that stitch 
together belonging through 
social bonds, mutual trust, 
and everyday practices of 
solidarity, yet such “felt 
security” is fragile.  
 
This is part one of Precarious 
Urban Lives: The Struggle for 
Title in Africa’s Urban Future 
 
Read the full article on www.
dseconnect.com 
 
Wellington Muzengeza is a 
Political Risk Analyst and 
Urban Strategist offering 
incisive insight on urban 
planning, infrastructure, 
leadership succession, and 
governance reform across 
Africa’s evolving post‑libera‑
tion urban landscapes. He 
Writes To The DSE News Net‑
work And The Sunday Ex‑
press In His Personal Capaci‑
ty. 

Precarious Urban Lives: The Struggle 
For Title In Africa’s Urban Future
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Artificial Intelligence

DSE News Network 
 
 
Artificial intelligence has 
arrived in Africa with speed, 
style, and a little bit of chaos. 
From Lagos to Nairobi, from 
Accra to Johannesburg, AI 
is now helping people write 
speeches, edit photos, answer 
homework, and even gener-
ate romantic messages. But 
while technology has brought 
convenience, it has also 
created some funny habits 
across the continent. Here 
are ten serious reasons why 
everyday African minds are 
being “corrupted” by artificial 
intelligence. 
 
Phones Now Think Too 
Much 
 
Many Africans no longer 
trust their own brains because 
their phones now answer 
every question instantly. In-
stead of arguing in the market 
about football scores or pol-
itics, people now shout, “Let 
me ask AI!” Even grandmoth-
ers are beginning to suspect 
that smartphones know more 
proverbs than village elders. 
 
Homework Done, But  
Finished Before Thinking 
 
Students once struggled 
proudly through difficult 
assignments. Today, AI writes 
essays so quickly that some 
students submit homework 
they do not even understand. 
One boy reportedly thanked 
Shakespeare for helping him 
pass chemistry because AI 
mixed everything together 
beautifully. 
 
Romantic Messages Became 
Suspicious 
 
Love has changed dramati-
cally. Men who once wrote 
“Good morning, my flower” 
now send messages sound-

Ten Outrageous Reasons How AI 
Has Ruined The Lives Of Africans

ing like philosophers from 
ancient kingdoms. Women 
are beginning to wonder 
why a man who cannot spell 
“restaurant” suddenly writes 
poetry about moonlight and 
destiny. 
 
Village Gossip Travels Ex-
tremely Faster 
 
African gossip has always 
been powerful, but AI has up-
graded it. Fake celebrity news, 
edited videos, and imaginary 
stories now spread faster than 
a motorcycle taxi during rush 
hour. Before breakfast, an en-
tire neighborhood can believe 
that a local goat opened a 
cryptocurrency business. 
 
Everybody Suddenly Be-
came Motivational 
 
AI has created millions of 
motivational speakers over-
night. Every WhatsApp status 
now contains deep wisdom 
about success, discipline, and 
billion-dollar thinking. Even 
someone borrowing bus fare 

will post: “Winners never 
sleep while opportunity is 
awake.” 
 
Elders Fear Talking About 
Televisions Daily 
 
Older generations are deeply 
confused by artificial intel-
ligence. Some believe smart 
speakers are possessed spir-
its living inside electronics. 
Others suspect televisions are 
secretly listening to family 
meetings and reporting di-
rectly to foreign governments 
somewhere overseas. 
 
Small Businesses Became 
Hollywood Studios 
 
Thanks to AI image tools and 
editing apps, tiny businesses 
now advertise like global cor-
porations. A roadside barber 
can suddenly appear online 
beside luxury cars, private 
jets, and waterfalls in Dubai. 
Customers arrive expecting 
miracles and leave with ordi-
nary haircuts. 
 

Political Arguments Grow 
More Dangerous 
 
Politics in Africa was already 
emotional before AI arrived. 
Now fake speeches, invented 
interviews, and manipulated 
videos make arguments even 
hotter. Family gatherings 
become battlefields because 
nobody knows whether the 
president truly said some-
thing or whether AI created it 
during lunchtime. 
 
Lazy Thinking Became  
Fashionable Everywhere 
 
People increasingly avoid 
deep thinking because AI 
provides instant answers. 
Instead of debating ideas 
creatively, many simply copy 
whatever the machine says. 
Some young people now 
believe wisdom comes from 
typing prompts rather than 
learning through life experi-
ence and community conver-
sations. 
 

Traditional Wisdom Faces 
Digital Competition 
 
For centuries, Africans relied 
on storytellers, elders, and 
proverbs to teach wisdom. 
Today, AI competes directly 
with traditional knowledge. 
Children who once listened 
carefully to grandparents now 
interrupt with, “That’s inter-
esting, but AI says something 
different.” 
Artificial intelligence is 
changing life across Africa in 
exciting and hilarious ways. 
While these examples are 
playful exaggerations, they 
reveal how quickly tech-
nology influences culture, 
relationships, education, and 
communication. The chal-
lenge for the continent is not 
avoiding AI, but learning how 
to use it wisely without losing 
the humor, humanity, and 
traditions that make African 
societies unique. 

Stay Connected On The DSE 
News Network
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“The best time to plant a tree is 20 years ago. The second best time is now.”  
African Tribe Proverbs: DSE Quotes Series TheSundayExpress

MIJEB Construction, owned by highly motivated business empowered women, operating within the construction 
industry providing quality general building, maintenance and reinstatements to residential, industrial and  
commercial sectors: MIJEB is in the news this week after the announcement that the company has been  

nominated for a prestigious award at the SA Zim Expo. From strategy to success — your next construction move 
starts here. Date: 22–23 May 2026 Venue: Radisson Hotel, OR Tambo, Johannesburg

Register today and stay ahead in construction and investment!  
Book your ticket: https://www.tickettailor.com/events/zido/2042804
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One Continent, Endless Talent, Billions 
Of Views: Why Tik Tok Has Became The 
Loudest Corner On The African Internet

Technology

DSE News Network 

African TikTok has become 
one of the loudest, funniest, 
and fastest-growing corners 
of the internet. Across Lagos, 
Johannesburg, Nairobi, Accra, 
and Cairo, creators are danc-
ing, joking, educating, and 
entertaining millions every 
day. Stars like Khaby Lame, 
Wian van den Berg, Elsa 
Majimbo, Soft Made It, Peller, 
Blaqboi, Mihlali Ndamase, 
Jackie Appiah, Asantewaa, 
and Yasmin Said are proving 
that Africa’s creativity has no 
limits. 

Here are ten fun reasons why 
African TikTok stars are tak-
ing over the world. 
 
Cheap Data Created Super-
stars Fast 
 
The arrival of cheaper smart-
phones and internet bundles 
changed everything. Sudden-
ly, millions of young Africans 
could upload videos instantly. 
One funny dance recorded 
beside a roadside food stall 
can now reach audiences in 
London, New York, and Du-
bai before lunchtime. 
 
Comedy Defeats Everyday 
African Stress 
 
African life comes with 
traffic, electricity cuts, loud 
neighbors, and endless fam-
ily drama. TikTok creators 
turned these struggles into 
comedy gold. Audiences 
laugh because they recog-
nize themselves in every joke 
about strict mothers, broke 
weekends, and impossible 
landlords. 
 
Dance Challenges Became 
Continental Olympics 

 
Africans love music and 
movement, so TikTok dance 
challenges exploded quickly. 
From Amapiano moves in 
South Africa to Afrobeats 
routines in Nigeria, creators 
compete like athletes. Some 
dances spread so fast that 
weddings now look like giant 
TikTok rehearsals. 
 
Mothers Accidentally Became 
Internet Celebrities 
 
Many African parents orig-
inally hated TikTok. Then 
creators secretly filmed their 
funny reactions, village ac-
cents, and dramatic advice. 
Suddenly, strict mothers 
and stubborn uncles became 
online legends with millions 

of views and unexpected fan 
clubs. 
 
English Mixed Beautifully 
With Slang 
 
African TikTok thrives be-
cause creators mix English 
with pidgin, Swahili, Zulu, 
Yoruba, Arabic, and street 
slang. This creates humor 
outsiders may not fully un-
derstand but still enjoy. The 
accents, expressions, and local 
jokes feel authentic and fresh. 
 
Small Rooms Became Movie 
Studios 
 
Most African TikTok stars 
started with almost nothing 
— tiny bedrooms, cracked 
phones, and bad lighting. But 

creativity defeated expen-
sive equipment. Today, some 
creators film blockbuster-level 
comedy sketches beside water 
tanks, kiosks, and unfinished 
buildings. 
 
African Fashion Became 
Globally Trendy 
 
TikTok gave African design-
ers and stylists global expo-
sure. Ankara outfits, colorful 
streetwear, braided hairstyles, 
and luxury kaftans now dom-
inate timelines worldwide. 
Young creators transformed 
ordinary sidewalks into in-
ternational fashion runways 
using confidence and smart-
phone cameras. 
 
Football Arguments Generate 

Endless Content 
 
Africans love football pas-
sionately, and TikTok mag-
nified every argument. Fans 
insult rival teams, celebrate 
dramatic goals, and create 
hilarious reaction videos after 
matches. Entire friendships 
have nearly collapsed because 
of TikTok debates involving 
Arsenal, Chelsea, Barcelona, 
and Manchester United. 
 
Fake Luxury Lifestyles Enter-
tained Millions 
 
Some TikTok stars rent fancy 
cars, borrow designer clothes, 
and film beside expensive 
hotels to appear rich online. 
Fans often know it is exagger-
ated, but they enjoy the en-
tertainment anyway. African 
TikTok sometimes feels like 
Hollywood mixed with pure 
neighborhood confidence. 
 
African Creativity Finally 
Found Global Audiences 
 
For years, African talent 
struggled to reach interna-
tional audiences without big 
media companies. TikTok 
changed that completely. 
Now one funny skit, dance 
move, or motivational speech 
can transform an unknown 
teenager into a continental 
superstar overnight. 
 
African TikTok continues 
to grow because it combines 
humor, resilience, music, sto-
rytelling, and culture in ways 
the world finds irresistible. 
Behind every viral video is 
the unique energy of a con-
tinent turning everyday life 
into entertainment. 

Stay Connected On The DSE 
News Network
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News

Creative Industry 
Leader Richard 

Philani Dube Gets 
Nomination At  

SA-Zim Expo 2026
DSE News Network 
 
Entrepreneur and creative in-
dustry leader Richard Philani 
Dube has been nominated 
for the prestigious Profes-
sional Excellence Award at 
the upcoming SA–Zimbabwe 
Business Expo Awards 2026, 
a recognition that celebrates 
outstanding achievement, 
innovation, and leadership 
within the Southern African 
business community. 
 
The nomination marks yet 
another milestone in Richard 
Dube’s growing influence 
across multiple industries 
spanning entertainment, 
property development, con-
struction, hospitality, interior 
design, and premium lifestyle 
brands. 

Known for his entrepreneuri-
al vision and commitment to 
excellence, Dube has built a 
reputation as one of the most 
dynamic business figures with 
an expanding footprint across 
South Africa and the region. 
 
The SA–Zimbabwe Business 
Expo Awards have become 
one of the most anticipated 
platforms recognizing indi-
viduals and organizations 
strengthening economic, 
cultural, and professional ties 
between many countries on 
the continent. Being nom-
inated among the region’s 
top achievers reflects Dube’s 
continued dedication to inno-
vation, business growth, and 
creative leadership. 
Richard Dube currently 

serves in several influential 
leadership positions. He is 
the Entertainment Director 
at Hard Rock Cafe , where he 
contributes to the growth of 
entertainment and lifestyle 
experiences. 

He is also the Creative Di-
rector at Gumption Inc 
Entertainment, a company 
recognized for its creative 
productions and event expe-
riences. 
 
Beyond entertainment, Dube 
has established himself as a 
respected entrepreneur in the 
property and construction 
sectors. 

He is Director and Principal 
at Gumption Property Group 
and Director at Gumption 
Steel Construction, compa-
nies contributing to infra-
structure and development 
projects. His creative influ-
ence also extends into luxury 
interior spaces through his 
role as Creative Director and 
Designer at Gumption Inte-

riors. Adding to his diverse 
business portfolio, Dube is 
also the Founder and Direc-
tor of iDube Spirits & Wines 
Merchants, a brand reflecting 
his passion for premium life-
style experiences and entre-
preneurship. 
 
Supporters, colleagues, and 
members of the public are 
now being encouraged to 
rally behind Richard Dube by 
voting for him in the Profes-
sional Excellence Award cat-
egory. The nomination is not 
only a personal achievement 
but also a proud moment for 
Zimbabwean entrepreneur-
ship and regional business 
excellence. 
Supporters can cast their 

votes using the official voting 
platform below: 
 
n Vote for Richard Philani 
Dube: https://zimbusinessex-
po.com/vote?code=uZxtjfUp-
Jah6AZytHVuNCQ 
 
The awards ceremony will 
take place during the SA–
Zimbabwe Business Expo 
Awards Dinner Gala and 
Business Expo on: 
 
n  23 May 2026 
n  Radisson Hotel OR Tambo 
Airport 
 
The event is expected to bring 
together business leaders, 
entrepreneurs, investors, 
creatives, and professionals 

from across Southern Africa 
for an evening of networking, 
celebration, and recognition 
of excellence. 
 
Tickets for the Awards Din-
ner Gala and Business Expo 
are available online: 
 
n Book Event Tickets: 
https://zimbusinessexpo.com/
buy-tickets/ 
 
As momentum builds ahead 
of the awards ceremony, 
supporters are encouraged 
to vote, attend the event, and 
share the nomination widely 
in support of Richard Philani 
Dube’s remarkable journey 
and contribution to regional 
business excellence.
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“Technology can build the road, but wisdom must choose the destination — for even the fastest drumbeat means nothing if the village dances in the wrong direction.”

DSE Technology News

By Faustine Ngila

It is a closely watched case 
testing whether social me-
dia platforms can be legally 
classified as public nuisances, 
potentially forcing sweeping 
product overhauls, imposing 
up to $3.7 billion in penalties 
and setting a precedent for 
similar lawsuits across the 
United States that seek to 
hold tech companies ac-
countable for alleged harm to 
children

Meta Platforms returned 
to court in New Mexico on 
Monday in a high-stakes 
case that will test whether its 
social media platforms can be 
legally classified as a public 
nuisance, a designation that 
could force sweeping changes 
to its products and expose the 
company to billions of dollars 
in penalties.
The proceedings in Santa Fe 
mark the second phase of a 
trial brought by New Mexico 
Attorney General Raúl Tor-
rez, who accuses the company 
of failing to protect children 
from sexual predators and 
misleading users about harms 
linked to its platforms, in-
cluding Facebook and Insta-
gram.

A jury in March found that 
Meta had willfully violated 
the state’s unfair practices law 
and ordered the company to 
pay $375 million in damages 
tied to the number of offens-
es. The current phase, a bench 
trial without a jury expected 
to run about three weeks, 
will determine whether the 
company’s conduct amounts 
to a public nuisance under 
state law.

Such a finding could trigger 
sweeping remedies. Meta 
disclosed in a recent quarterly 
filing that the state is seeking 
“approximately $3.7 billion in 
abatement costs as well as in-
junctive relief, which includes 
requests for extensive changes 
to the manner in which we 
provide our services in New 
Mexico.”
The case is one of several in 
the United States this year 
targeting social media com-
panies over alleged harms to 
children, with legal experts 

Is Meta A Public Nuisance 
Company? Wait Until The 

Court Decides
drawing parallels to litigation 
that curbed the influence of 
tobacco companies decades 
ago.
“That was not an instant 
change, but if one compares 
the power held by big to-
bacco companies today, and 
compares it to the 1980s or 
even 90s, I mean there’s no 
comparison,” said Nikolas 
Guggenberger, an assistant 
professor at the University of 
Houston Law Center. “They 
really just don’t have that 
position anymore.”

In New Mexico, Torrez is 
pushing for structural chang-
es to Meta’s products, includ-
ing stricter age verification, 
modifications to recom-
mendation algorithms and 
other measures that could 
fundamentally alter how the 
company operates in the state. 
He has also called for the ap-
pointment of an independent 
monitor, arguing that “we’ve 
known now that Meta can’t 
be trusted to regulate itself, 
to independently comply and 

correct its behavior.”
Meta has pushed back, saying 
the proposals are unrealistic. 
A company spokesperson said 
the state’s demands are “tech-
nically impractical, impossi-
ble for any company to meet 
and disregard the realities of 
the internet.”

“While it is not in Meta’s 
interests to do so, if a work-
able solution to Attorney 
General Torrez’s demands is 
not reached, we may have no 
choice but to remove access to 
its platforms for users in New 
Mexico entirely,” the spokes-
person said.
The New Mexico case follows 
a separate trial in Los Ange-
les in March in which Meta 
and Alphabet’s YouTube were 
found liable in a personal 
injury lawsuit involving a 
plaintiff who said she became 
addicted to social media as 
a child. The companies were 
ordered to pay $6 million in 
damages, with Meta responsi-
ble for 70%.
Legal analysts say the New 

Mexico proceedings could 
have wider implications. The 
case is seen as a potential test 
of whether public nuisance 
law, traditionally applied 
to physical harms such as 
pollution or unsafe products, 
can be extended to digital 
platforms.

“This case will not only de-
termine whether or not there 
are these big remedies for the 
state of New Mexico, but it’ll 
be kind of like the first test 
case for a theory that all these 
school districts are relying 
on in federal court that have 
been filed around the nation, 
and they’re all consolidated 
into one,” said Adam Zim-
merman, a professor at the 
University of Southern Cali-
fornia Gould School of Law.
A related federal case involv-
ing Meta, YouTube, TikTok 
and Snap is due to begin on 
June 15 in California, where 
hundreds of school districts 
have brought similar claims 
alleging that social media 
companies designed addictive 

products that harm young 
users.
New Mexico officials point to 
past public nuisance cases to 
support their approach. The 
state reached a $500 million 
settlement with Walgreens 
in 2022 over its role in the 
opioid crisis, an outcome that 
officials say helped establish a 
legal framework for pursuing 
broader societal harms.
“That created or laid the 
groundwork for using pub-
lic nuisance in this kind of 
space,” said James Grayson, 
the state’s deputy attorney 
general. “What we’re really 
trying to do is show statewide 
harm and the real impact to 
New Mexicans with this cause 
of action.” 

Read the full report on www.
dseconnect.com 
 
Faustine Ngila is the AI Editor 
at Impact Newswire, based in 
Nairobi, Kenya.
 
This article is published by 
ImpactNewsWire 
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“A grand farewell is not for the dead alone, but for the memory left among the living.” DSE News Network African Proverbs Serries

DSE  Funerals Services

Dignity, Prestige, 
And Innovation: 

Your Funeral  
In The Sky

DSE News Network

Funerals services provider 
Zororo Phumulani, a sub-
sidiary of Doves Zimbabwe 
- announced this week that 
the company has added a hel-
icopter hearse - to transport 
the deceased to their final 
resting place.

Until recently helicopter 
hearse services were almost 
for the exclusive use of na-
tional heroes of Zimbabwe 
who would often be ferried 
by military helicopters and 
aircraft - but the service of 
flying bodies on helicopter for 
civilians - was unheard of - 
until this week.

Zororo Phumulani market-
ing manager Tendai Mangoti 
posted pictures of himself 
standing next to the new 
hearse this week, and said 
that the service was part of 
the Prestige Mbinga package, 
which also included luxury 
vehicles, a limousine and 
the Pilatto executive model 
hearses.

“Look Zororo Phumulani is a 
big brand and we are part of 
Doves International, which is 
an even bigger brand. So we 
have to be on top of the game, 
and there is no one else who 
has got the capacity to fly the 
deceased to their final resting 
place.

“We all know that this ser-
vice has not been available 
to members of the public. 
But with the Prestige Mbinga 
VVIP funeral package, you 
can add a helicopter flight as 
part of your transport wish.
“And with that we will fly you 
to your final resting place. 

You could say that we have 
introduced the first helicopter 
hearse service for civilians,” 
said Mangoti.

Zororo Phumulani said that 
the premium aerial funeral 
procession service is aimed at 
families seeking an extraor-
dinary and dignified final 
farewell for their loved ones. 

According to Zororo Phumu-
lani, the initiative forms part 
of a broader effort to mod-
ernise funeral services while 
offering clients highly person-
alised send-offs that reflect 
status, legacy, and celebration 
of life.

“This is about honouring lives 
in a truly exceptional way,” a 
company spokesperson said 
during the launch event. “We 
are introducing a service that 
combines dignity, prestige, 
and innovation for families 
who want something beyond 
the traditional funeral proces-
sion.”

The helicopter hearse ser-
vice will allow coffins to be 
transported by air to burial 
sites, memorial venues, or 
ceremonial locations, creating 
a dramatic and memorable 
tribute for the deceased. The 
company said the offering 
will be available under select 
high-end funeral policy pack-
ages and customised arrange-
ments.

Industry observers on the 
DSE News Network said that 
the launch positions Zororo 
Phumulani at the forefront 
of funeral innovation on the 
continent, potentially setting 
a new benchmark in premi-

um memorial services.
The move has already sparked 
widespread public interest 
and debate on social media, 
with many describing the 
concept as both bold and 
symbolic of evolving funeral 
traditions among affluent 
families.

Founded as one of the  lead-
ing funeral assurance and 
burial service providers, 
Zororo Phumulani has built 
its reputation on premium 
funeral solutions, executive 
burial packages, and large-
scale memorial event man-
agement.

With the introduction of 
helicopter hearses, the com-
pany now appears poised to 
elevate the meaning of a “final 
journey” — quite literally 
taking prestigious funerals to 
the skies.
 
Stay Connected On The DSE 
News Service

Flying You To Heavan...
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“If you think you are too small to make a difference, you haven’t spent the night with a mosquito.”— African Proverb” DSE Good Reads Series

DSE News Network

Seeds of Kindness: Chinese Consulate 
General in Johannesburg Donates 

Wheelchairs To Gauteng Community

Aldrine Nyamhuno 
 
On the morning of May 6, 
2026, the grounds of Rea-
mogetswe Khaya Disability 
and Outreach were filled 
with hope, compassion, and 
the spirit of togetherness. 
Families, community lead-
ers, healthcare workers, and 
volunteers gathered for the 
Cerebral Palsy Awareness 
Walk — not only to raise 
awareness, but to remind 
every person living with a 
disability that they are seen, 
valued, and supported. 
 
Among the distinguished 
guests was Pan Qingjiang, 
who joined Morakane Mo-
supyoe and members of the 
Gauteng Provincial Legisla-
ture in standing alongside the 
community.  
 
Their presence reflected a 
powerful message: kindness 
and unity can cross borders, 
cultures, and languages. 
In one of the day’s most 
touching moments, the 
Chinese Consulate General 
in Johannesburg donated 
25 wheelchairs to elderly 
and disabled residents. For 
many recipients, the wheel-
chairs represented more than 
mobility — they represented 
dignity, independence, and 
renewed hope for daily life. 
Smiles spread across faces 
as families watched their 
loved ones receive support 
that could truly change their 
future. 
 
Speaking at the event, Mr. 
Pan highlighted the deep con-
nection between the South 
African philosophy of Ubun-
tu — “I am because you are” 
— and the Chinese belief in 
the “brotherhood of man.”  
 
Though these values come 
from different cultures, both 
teach the same important les-
son: humanity grows stronger 
when people care for one 
another. 
He described acts of gener-
osity as “seeds of kindness” 
that, once planted, continue 
to grow and positively impact 
entire communities.  
 
His words reminded everyone 
present that even small acts of 
compassion can inspire hope 

and bring lasting change. 
The event also demonstrated 
what is possible when govern-
ments, healthcare providers, 
and community organizations 
work together with a shared 
purpose. 
 
 It showed that helping the 

vulnerable is not the respon-
sibility of one person or one 
institution alone — it is a 
shared duty for all of society. 
Most importantly, the day 
carried a message that every 
reader can take to heart: you 
do not need wealth or power 
to make a difference.  

 
A kind word, helping hand, 
donation, or moment of sup-
port can completely change 
someone’s life. Communities 
become stronger when people 
choose empathy over indiffer-
ence and unity over division. 
 

As the ceremony came to an 
end, one message remained 
clear in the hearts of everyone 
present: no one should ever 
feel alone. Through compas-
sion, partnership, and shared 
humanity, a better and more 
inclusive future can be built 
for all.
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“One hand cannot tie a bundle.” — Common in African traditions. Highlights that meaningful achievements require cooperation and connected effort: DSE Quote Series

DSE Convenience

From Rugby to becoming 
Zimbabwe’s youngest da-
ta-driven marketing prodi-
gy: Tawanda Gillian Rusike 
Jnr 
 
Story by Nyasha T.C 
Chikanga 
@shu_shue.zw 
 
What pops into your head 
when you hear “marketing”? 
For me, it’s like selling toma-
toes trying to reach a wider 
target market - at the end of 
the day I need to get my prod-
uct out. But what’s the deeper 
meaning of marketing? Why 
do we have marketing boards 
and schools? It’s actually 
something deeper - it’s more 
than just word of mouth, 
reaching your target.  
 
Marketing is basically the new 
way of living ad it involves 
making sure everyone knows 
what’s in and what’s out. In a 
country where marketing was 
long built on handshakes and 
gut instinct, a new player has 
stepped onto the pitch. This 
week we sat with the young-
est award-winning Marketer 
Gillian Jamal Rusike Jnr. 

 
Tawanda Gillian Jnr, Mar-
keting Coordinator for the 
Marketers Association of 
Zimbabwe (MAZ), 2023 
Young Achiever of the Year, 
installing high-tech sys-
tems into the house his father, 
legendary marketer Gillian 
Rusike, built. 
 
A former Cricket and Rugby 
Player of the Year turned BBA 
graduate, Tawanda isn’t here 
to ride on a famous surname.  
 
He’s here to retire the phrase 
“I think” from Zimbabwean 
marketing and replace it with 
“I know” - backed by data. 
While his father mastered the 
art of relationships, Tawanda 
is mastering the science of 
algorithms, analytics. And in 

“Your Network Is Your Networth, But 
Your Skills Are Your Security”

Did You Know...: 
You can buy OTT in South Africa 

Send (the) Voucher to The DSE Data Centre 
And your relatives receive airtime Throughout Africa: Instantly

WhatsApp: +27 64 066 9158 
 

Redefining convenience on the 
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South Africa - To Africa: In Seconds 
On The DSE News Network



May   2026                                                        Subscriber Edition� www.dseconnect.com     20

DSE FootballTheSundayExpress T
heS

undayE
xpress

“The field might look clean without grass, but never play 
the match without socks”: DSE News Network African Quotes Series TheSundayExpress

t For Arsenal



May   2026                                                        Subscriber Edition� www.dseconnect.com     21

DSE FootballTheSundayExpress

Subscribe to the most progressive African Online  newspaper  today: 
Visit www.dseconnect.com and text hi on the whatsapp icon TheSundayExpress

They Fought For Two Days...
DSE News Network 
 
10 Interesting Things You 
Missed From The Fight Be-
tween Aurélien Tchouaméni 
And Federico Valverde 
 
Drama erupted at Real Ma-
drid this week after midfield 
stars Aurélien Tchouameni 
and Federico Valverde be-
came involved in a shocking 
training-ground altercation 
that forced club president 
Florentino Perez to step in. 

While the headlines focused 
on the reported fight and the 
huge fines handed out, several 
important details were over-
looked as tensions exploded 
behind the scenes ahead of El 
Clasico against FC Barcelona. 
 
Here are 10 interesting things 
many fans may have missed 
from the incident, as brought 
to you by the DSE News Net-
work Football News Commit-
tee. 

 
1. Fight Happened Across 
Two Days 
 
The dispute was not a one-off 
argument. Reports suggest 
tensions first surfaced during 
Wednesday’s training session 
before flaring up again on 
Thursday, when emotions 
boiled over completely. 
 
2. Valverde Was Hospitalised 
Afterwards 
 
One of the biggest revela-
tions was that Valverde later 
required hospital treatment. 
The Uruguayan midfielder 
was diagnosed with cranio-
encephalic trauma after the 
confrontation, raising con-
cerns inside the club. 
 
3. Club Held Emergency 
Crisis Meeting 
 
The seriousness of the in-
cident forced Real Madrid 

executives into action im-
mediately. A crisis meeting 
was reportedly organised at 
the training ground and led 
personally by club president 
Florentino Pérez. 
4. Both Players Escaped 
Suspensions 
 
Despite the scale of the con-
troversy, neither player was 
suspended. Instead, the club 
decided to impose finan-
cial punishments, mean-
ing Tchouameni could still 
feature in Sunday’s decisive 
Clasico showdown. 
 
5. Huge Financial Penalties 
Issued 
 
Real Madrid handed both 
players fines worth €500,000 
each. The punishment 
showed how seriously the 
club viewed the incident 
while also attempting to avoid 
further disruption to the 

squad during the title race. 
 
6. Tchouameni Took Full 
Responsibility 
 
In a lengthy social media 
statement, Tchouameni ad-
mitted the situation was “un-
acceptable” and apologised 
to fans, team-mates, staff and 
club officials. 

He also acknowledged that 
players at Madrid are ex-
pected to set an example for 
young supporters worldwide. 
 
7. Valverde Denied Physical 
Violence 
 
Although reports described a 
physical altercation, Valverde 
insisted no punches were 
thrown. According to his 
version of events, the disa-
greement became heated but 
never turned into an actual 
fistfight. 

 
8. A Table May Have Caused 
Injury 
 
Valverde claimed the inju-
ry that sent him to hospital 
happened accidentally when 
he struck a table during the 
argument. He strongly denied 
being attacked by Tchouame-
ni. 
 
9. Pressure Of Trophyless 
Season Exploded 
 
Both players hinted that 
frustration from Madrid’s 
disappointing campaign con-
tributed to the tension. With 
the club under intense scru-
tiny after a difficult season, 
emotions inside the dressing 
room reportedly became 
harder to control. 
 
10. El Clasico Raised The 
Stakes 
 

The timing of the incident 
could hardly have been worse. 
Madrid head into El Clasico 
knowing anything less than 
victory against Barcelona 
could hand their rivals the 
La Liga title. That pressure 
appears to have increased ten-
sions within the squad at the 
worst possible moment. 
 
While both players have 
apologised and the club has 
officially closed its internal 
investigation, the incident 
has exposed the frustration 
growing inside the Real Ma-
drid camp during a turbulent 
season. 

All eyes will now turn to 
today’s El Classico to see how 
the squad responds under 
pressure. 
 
Stay Connected on The DSE 
Football News Network

n Real Madrid fines both players €500 000 each 
n The Actual Injury Could Have Been Caused By A Table 
n No punches were thrown, but the club is shocked
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DSE Champions League

DSE News Network 
 
Arsenal and Paris St-Germain 
have confirmed their places in 
the 2026 Champions League 
final and the countdown to 
the final is on. 
 
The showpiece between the 
English Premier League lead-
ers and Champions League 
holders will take place on Sat-
urday, 30 May at Budapest’s 
Puskas Arena, kicking off at 
17:00 BST. 

Uefa said the decision to 
switch from the 20:00 kick-off 
seen in previous years is to 
“enhance the matchday expe-
rience and benefit fans, teams 
and host cities”.  
It’s Arsenal’s first Champions 
League final in 20 years, while 
current holders PSG will 
attempt to defend their 2025 
title. 
 
Things To Watch In the Arse-
nal-PSG Final, according to 
DSE Football News 
 
Kvaratskhelia’s Unstoppable 
Dribbling 
 
Khvicha Kvaratskhelia has 
become the most thrilling 
player in world football, com-
bining flair with ruthless end 
product. His devastating dis-
plays against Bayern Munich 
exposed defenders repeatedly, 
particularly Konrad Laim-
er and Dayot Upamecano. 
Arsenal’s biggest defensive 
challenge will be stopping his 
explosive runs down the left 
flank before they develop into 
dangerous openings. 
 
Timber Fitness Race Con-
tinues 
 
Jurriën Timber could be Ar-
senal’s best defensive weapon 
against PSG’s wide threats, 
but doubts remain over his 
fitness for Budapest. If una-
vailable, Mikel Arteta faces a 
huge dilemma at right-back. 
Whoever starts must cope 
with Kvaratskhelia’s trickery 
while also supporting attacks 
against PSG’s aggressive 
pressing game. 
 
Saliba’s Defensive Concen-
tration 

Road To Budapest: 
Ten Things To

 Watch Out For At 
The Puskas Arena

 
William Saliba has been cen-
tral to Arsenal’s remarkable 
Champions League defensive 
record, with only six goals 
conceded all campaign. 
Against PSG’s fluid frontline, 
however, he will need perfect 
concentration. One lapse 
against the pace of Kvarat-
skhelia or the movement of 
Ousmane Dembele could 
prove fatal in such a finely 
balanced final. 
 
Safonov Under Aerial Pres-
sure 
 
Matvey Safonov impressed 
with key saves against Bayern 
Munich, but his handling 
from crosses appeared un-
certain. Arsenal are among 

Europe’s most dangerous 
sides from set pieces and will 
surely target the PSG goal-
keeper with corners and high 
deliveries. Any hesitation 
inside the six-yard box could 
give the Gunners a decisive 
advantage. 
 
Rice Controlling Midfield 
Battle 
 
Declan Rice may hold the key 
to Arsenal controlling posses-
sion and resisting PSG’s high 
press. His athleticism and 
passing range make him ide-
ally suited to handling intense 
midfield pressure. Whether 
partnered with Martín Zubi-
mendi or Myles Lewis-Skelly, 
Rice must dominate transi-
tions if Arsenal are to dictate 

the rhythm of the final. 
 
Gyokeres Against PSG Cen-
tre-Backs 
 
Viktor Gyökeres offers Ar-
senal a direct and physical 
attacking threat capable of 
unsettling PSG’s outstanding 
defensive partnership of Wil-
lian Pacho and Marquinhos.  
 
His powerful performance 
against Atletico Madrid 
showed how destructive he 
can be when running direct-
ly at defenders. Arteta must 
decide whether his aggression 
suits this final better than Kai 
Havertz’s movement. 
 
Dembele’s Ruthless Finish-
ing Touch 

 
Ousmane Dembélé has de-
livered repeatedly in decisive 
Champions League moments 
this season. His early strike 
against Bayern Munich 
demonstrated his clinical 
instincts, while his perfor-
mances against Liverpool 
and Chelsea underlined his 
importance to Luis Enrique’s 
side. Arsenal may limit PSG 
chances, but Dembele needs 
only one clear opening to 
change the game. 
 
Arteta Versus Luis Enrique 
 
Mikel Arteta and Luis Enri-
que share a connection dating 
back to their Barcelona days, 
and their tactical duel could 
define the final. Both man-
agers are obsessive strategists 
who demand intensity and 
positional discipline. Arteta, 
however, will seek revenge 
after PSG eliminated Arsenal 
in last season’s semi-final. 
 
Arsenal’s Defensive Blue-
print 
 
Arsenal’s route to the final has 
been built on control, struc-
ture and defensive discipline 
rather than attacking chaos. 
Nine clean sheets and an un-
beaten record underline their 
consistency. PSG’s dangerous 
front three will provide their 
toughest test yet, but Arteta’s 
side have repeatedly shown 
they can absorb pressure and 
strike decisively when oppor-
tunities appear. 
 
Pressing Systems Could 
Decide 
 
The tactical battle between 
Arsenal’s possession game 
and PSG’s aggressive pressing 
may ultimately determine the 
outcome. PSG thrive when 
forcing turnovers high up the 
pitch, while Arsenal are most 
comfortable dominating terri-
tory through patient buildup 
play. 

If either side succeeds in 
disrupting the other’s rhythm 
early, momentum in Budapest 
could swing dramatically. 
 
Stay Connected On The DSE 
Football News Network


